Research Project

You are to create a presentation about the time period from 
1933 – 1945. After selecting an area of study, you are to formulate a THESIS which will be the focus of your presentation. This project is all about choice, as you have many options both for topic and for presentation. However, thesis statements (or close similarities) may not repeat in a class. Topics, within reason, may repeat.
Possible topics:

World War I reparations

Hitler

Dr. Mengele

Concentration Camps

Nazi Propaganda

The Final Solution

Medical Experiments

Ghettos

Voyage of the St. Louis

Kristallnacht (“Night of the Broken Glass”)

Gestapo

Elie Wiesel (whole life)

Oskar Schindler

Death Marches

Kindertransport

Nazi War Criminals

Pearl Harbor
Nuremberg Trials

Star of David

International Response to the Holocaust
Genocide

Jewish Resistance

Any other topic that interests you in this area – come see me!
Remember – you will be formulating a THESIS. This is NOT a simple reporting of facts. You will have a statement you will prove. 

Project options:

As stated, this will ultimately result in some form of presentation. What that looks like is up to you. All of the options will have the following:

· valid thesis statement

· typed works cited

· presentation aspect

· research notes turned in

Option 1 (one person)


Research Paper + one minute speech + visual aid. You do not necessarily need a computer. You will do research like everyone else, write a paper with parenthetical citations, consolidate your information into a one minute speech, and refer to a poster that visually explains/enhances your speech. You will also have a Works Cited page.

Option 2 Power point (one person) or Prezi (one or two people)

Prezi or a really good Power Point + presentation. You need a computer. You will do research like everyone else, and then consolidate that information into a Powerpoint or Prezi presentation (including parenthetical citations!) which will be done before the class. You will also have a Works Cited page. 
Option 3 (one or two people – you share the same grade)


Imovie (or the equivalent). You need a computer. You will do research like everyone else, and then create an imovie (including each of your voices) that will be shown to the class. This should be of an appropriate length (4-5 minutes?), and include pictures, music and text. The videos need to be pre-approved by me before the class showing. You will also have a Works Cited page (no parenthetical citations needed for this selection). 
Option 4 (one or two people)


If you have an idea that you really want to do (that must include research), come see me. I can’t guarantee it can happen, but I will listen. In the past, students have done interviews of Holocaust survivors
** As this is obviously a sensitive topic, please treat this with the respect it deserves. 

I. What is a Thesis Statement?

Students have heard the term thesis statement hundreds of times by the time they reach high school, yet have only a vague understanding of what one is.

· A thesis statement presents your opinions or thoughts on a subject or an issue. You cannot write an essay without one.

· A thesis statement must contain a subject + an opinion.

· A thesis statement answers the topic question (the one you created or the one presented to you by the instructor).

TIP: A thesis statement should never contain the following: in my opinion, I think, I believe, etc. However, it may be helpful for students to begin their thesis statement rough draft with in my opinion, I believe, or I think to make sure they are expressing their thoughts or opinion on a specific subject or issue. When writing the final thesis statement, simply eliminate those phrases.
II. How to Plan Your Thesis Statement

Before writing a thesis statement, the writer must be aware of his or her audience and purpose. Your audience is us (your class) and the purpose is to inform us of how/why your thesis is accurate. Unclear thesis statements emanate from the minds of writers with an unclear purpose.

· If you are doing a research paper, take time to come up with a good topic question. This should be based on at least some information you know to be true. After all, you are proving a point in which you believe. 
· You must form an opinion and state it clearly. Do not be wishy-washy.

· Be sure you have approached your evidence fairly, without bias.

· Consider both sides of a controversial issue.

· Once you've established the topic question, a clear position, and objectivity, you're ready to write a thesis statement.

· CREATE and ANSWER an “Evaluate question” from Bloom’s Taxonomy. The ANSWER is a good place to start for a thesis statement. 

III. Good Thesis Statements

There is a difference between writing a thesis statement and writing a good thesis statement. These instructions will help you write the latter.

1.  A good thesis statement is short and simple: it should be no longer than one sentence, regardless of essay length. (more words is not always good!)
· Good Example: Success is a result of doing the right things consistently.
· Bad Example: In a world full of success gurus and books about success, it becomes ever so more important to delineate the one trait that ultimately determines success: doing the right things consistently.
2.  A good thesis statement is limited to one main idea. 

· Good example: The key to successful dieting is focusing on a specific goal.
· Bad example: The key to successful dieting is focusing on a specific goal, which is also the key to successfully running a business and coaching a football team.
3.  A good thesis statement is a declarative sentence with no qualifiers (might, maybe, perhaps, etc.): 

· Good example: Lebron James' ability to score, pass, and rebound make him the league's most valuable player.
· Bad example: Does Lebron James' ability to score, pass, and rebound make him the league's most valuable player.
· Bad Example: Lebron James' ability to score, pass, and rebound just might make him the league's most valuable player.
IV. How to Write a Good Thesis Statement

Knowing what a good thesis statement looks like and knowing how to write a good thesis statement are not the same. The following steps will help you and your students write a good thesis statement.

1. Write several trial thesis statements: writing is a process, so is writing a thesis statement.

2. If you're having trouble deciding which side to take on a controversial issue, write your thesis statement from two different points of view. Then decide which one better represents your opinion. If you still can't decide, list facts on both sides of the issue and decide which facts make a more persuasive argument.

V. Evaluating Your Thesis Statement

Use the following questions after writing a thesis statement to evaluate it.

Have you answered the question or merely restated it? The following examples are based on this question: Does Romeo's prior feelings for Rosaline diminish the credibility of his love for Juliet? 

· Good example: Romeo's prior feelings for Rosaline diminish the credibility of his love for Juliet.
· Bad example: This essay examines whether or not Romeo's prior feelings for Rosaline diminishes his love for Juliet.
Have you tried to argue both sides of the case? It is important to acknowledge the other side and address the other position. That does not, however, excuse you from choosing a side. 

· Good example: Juliet was not the first woman to capture Romeo's fancy; she was, however, the one who affected him the most.
· Bad example: Romeo loved Juliet with all his heart, but he loved Rosaline too; It could be argued they were both his favorite.
Have you prejudged the issue by using loaded language? Immature writers manipulate readers through emotionally-charged language. 

· Bad example: Immature, whiny, male-pig Romeo, a male harlot, ruined precious Juliet whom he loved no more than Rosaline.
Can you PROVE THIS using research?

